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Number and Significant meanings in Chinese Culture
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ABSTRACT

The aim of this article is to propose traditional hidden meanings in Chinese
numbers in the south of China, research in the case of words by using a number
ordering method. The results of this study suggest that in Chinese culture, certain
numbers are believed by some to be auspicious or inauspicious based on the Chinese
word that the number name sounds similar to. However, some Chinese people regard
these beliefs to be superstitions. Since the pronunciation and the vocabulary may vary
greatly in different Chinese dialects, the rules are not generally applicable for all cases.
The lucky or auspicious numbers are the numerals 2, 6, 7, 8 and 9 whereas lucky and
an unlucky or inauspicious number is the numeral 4. Moreover we found that some
Chinese numbers have more significant meanings. For instance, the numeral 1 is the
starting ordinal number and therefore considered as the leading number. The numeral 2
is usually associated with happiness and fairs, whereas the numeral 3 is considered a
“strange” number because always found that in ancient china politics, education,
astronomy and moral. The number four is considered to be unlucky because sound is
similar the to that of the word “to die”. The numeral 5 is associated with Wuxing (the
Chinese treatise on predictions based on observations of characteristics). The numeral
6 represents smoothness, flowing, or slippery meaning everything goes smoothly or
well, while the numeral 7 1s associated with miracles and fortunes in life and
togetherness, but can also be associated with the spiritual or of ghosts. The numeral 8
is associated with wealth or prosperity and the number nine is the emperor’s

emblematic number and therefore means “long-lasting”.

Keywords : number; Significant meaning; Chinese culture
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